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BE SURE TO READ THIS MANUAL IN ITS ENTIRETY BEFORE
TRANSPORTING PASSENGERS IN A WHEELCHAIR OR
OPERATING THE VEHICLE.

Dear Customer,

The Liberty Motor Company has developed this wheelchair access
modificaion with your safety and satisfaction in mind. This owner's
manual will assist you in ensuring the safe operation of your vehide.

Please read and understand this Owner's Manual before operating
your wheelchairaccess conversion vehicle. Be thoroughly familiar with
all of the controls and have knowledge in the proper use of the
equipment.

Unless specifically addressed in this manual, please refer to the
“Owner's Manual” provided by the Volkswagen AG. For the
comprehensive operating instructions and maintenance guidelines of
your Volkswagen Routan.

The Liberty wheelchair conversion is a quality product designed to
provide years of dependable service when operated and maintained
propety. Improper use or abuse of the conversion can cause severe
injury or death.

Use only authorized replacement parts from The Liberty Motor Co. Inc.
Do not attempt to modify, change, replace, remowve or alter the
conversion in any way, as this may render the vehicle unsafe and void
any replacement warranties.

Always ensure that anyone operating the wheelchair access
conversion vehicle is fully capable and has a thorough understanding
of all aspects of the vehicle, ramp and tie-down system. Anyone using
the conversion must understand the information in this manual.

Safe operation of the conversion requires complete and unimpaired
attention at all times. Do not operate the conversion, or the vehide, if
fatigued or during or after consumption of medication, drugs or alcohol.

Thank you for allowing The Liberty Motor Company to serve you. We
wish you many years of safe and happy mototring!
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1. Before deploying the ramp, ensure the vehide is in park, with the
ignition off, and on a section of unobstructed level ground to allow
for safe loading of the wheelchair occupant.

2. Youmust push the top edge of the ramp inwards as you pull either
of the two latch releases upwards. Thiswill ease unlocking of the
ramp latches. Once the latches release, use the handle found on
the left or the right of the ramp to draw the ramp away from the
vehicle. Unfold the short section asyou continue to lower the ramp
to the ground, asillustrated.
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3. Once the ramp has been lowered, the wheelchair passenger can

be escorted up the ramp and into the vehicle. Wheelchair

occupants must not attempt to enter or exit the vehicle unassisted.

? MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE WEIGHT ON RAMP IS 1000 Ibs
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Your Liberty VW Routan has a unique storage location for the spare
tire when compared to its original equipment counterpart. The spare
tire is now located in the rear of the cabin, on the drivers' side of the
vehicle.

In the event that the spare tire is required, follow the procedures laid
out in the ‘WHAT TO DO IN EMERGENCIES’ section of the Dodge
Owner's Manual with the exceptions addressed below.

0

1. Toaccessthe tire, remove the vinyl cover. The vinyl cover can be
removed by first unzipping the zipper to allow access to securing
locknut inside.

2. Use the provided T-wrench to unscrew the nut from the mount.
With the nut removed the tire and the vinyl cover can be separated
and removed from the vehicle.

3. Removwve the jack cover and the jack as outlined in the Dodge
Owner's Manual.

4. Continue the spare ftire replacement as outlined in the Dodge
Owner's Manual supplied with your vehide.

( %
Routine inspection forobvious signs of damage is all thatisrequired to
ensure the safe operation and long life of your conversion. The Liberty
Motor Company conversion is designed to be maintenance free for the
life of the vehide.

WHEN CLEANING CONVERSION, NO HARSH CHEMICALS
SHOULD BE USED

=)

Due to the lowered floor design of the Liberty Motor Company
wheelchair accessible conversion, there is an increased risk of
damage to the rear of the vehide as a result of towing. In the event
that your vehide requires a tow, it is recommended that a flatbed tow
truck be used.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

For storing the thid row bench seat the process is similar to
reversing the eaidier steps used to lower the bench with the
following exceptions.

While in the down position, depress the red handle at the rear of
the bench and lower the seatback into its locked position.

Depress the latch under the bench seat thatlocksit in its lowered
position.
Raise the bench into its stored position. It may be required to

briefly hold the latch depressed in step 9 to avoid it re-engaging as
the seatisraised.

Once the bench is in its raised position, confim that the latch
shown in figure 2 on the previous page is engaged and holding the
bench inits upright position.

Push on the highest point of the bench while in its stored position
and dose the rotational lock shown in figure 1 by rotating the
safety lock clockwise.

For safety reasons, both of the storage locking mechanisms must
be engaged to ensure the bench seat remains in its stored
orientation.  Failure to secure the bench with both locking
mechanisms may resultin personal injuries.

LATCHES ARE NOT ENGAGING COMPLETELY.

V DO NOT USE 3™ ROW BENCH SEATING IF ANY OF THE

V THE ROTATIONAL LOCK MUST BE ENGAGED WHILE THE

BENCH SEAT IS STORED IN ITS UPRIGHT POSITION.
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4. The wheelchair passenger must be
seated in a forward facing direction, in
the centre of the vehicle.

5. Once the passenger has been safely |
positioned, lock the wheelchair in place
by applying the wheelchair brakes.

Never attempt to enter the
vehicle in a wheelchair unless
being assisted by a person
capable  of guiding the
wheelchair up the ramp and
into position for safe
transportation.
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1. Fasten the front retractorsto the L-tracks located on either side of
the floor as shown inimage on right. To attach a retractor to the L-
track, push down and slide the retractor fitting in either the forward
or rearward direction
along the L-track untl the
spring-loaded plunger is
seated into the track
Both the left and right
retractors  should be
located the same distance
from the front of the
fibreglassfloor.

2. Pull fimly on the fitting to
ensure that the plungeris
propedy seated and
locked into the track.

3. To remowve the fitting, lift
the lock plunger and slide
the fiting in  either
direction while lifing the
assembly out of the track

4. Once the retractors have
been fastened to the L-
track, the retractor tie
down strap can be
attached to the
wheelchair.

5. The front securement point should be positioned as high as
possible on the wheelchair frame for maximum safety. Refer to
your Sure-Lok Instruction Guide for ideal fastening geometry.

Refer to your wheelchair manual for instructions on

v selecting the most appropriate wheelchair securing

locations.

6. Attach the Sure-Lok J-hook as prescribed by the wheelchair
manufacturer. Allow the retractor to spool in and remove excess
slackin the tie down once the J-hook has been attached. The tie
down can be further tightened by turning the knob on the side of
the retractor. Two front retractors are required per wheelchair.

BRev E
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6. Raise the seatback by depressing the red handle at the rear of the

seat and lifing the seatback into position. (figures5,6 and 7)

FIGURE 5

Attach the Sure-Lok rear Solo retractors' by dliding the anchor of
the retractor rearward across the appropriate disk on the floor and

then rotating the assembly until
it faces the front of the vehide.
To remove the rear retractor,
rotate the assembly so the
retractor is pointed rearwards
and slide the assembly forward.

The rear of the wheelchair may
now be secured to the rear
retractors. Attach the J-hooks
to the locations outlined in the
wheelchair Owners Manual.
Refer 1o the Sure-Lok
Instruction Guide for ideal fastening geometry. Allow the retractor
to spoal in and remove excess slack in the tie down once the J-
hook has been attached. Further tightening of the tie down can be
accomplished by rocking the wheelchair back and forth and/or by
turning the knob on the side of the retractor. Two rear retractors
are required per wheelchair.

Refer to your wheelchair manual for instructions on
selecting the most appropriate wheelchair securing
locations.

Be careful to keep the straps away from sharp edges
or corners.

9.
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All Sured ok automatic retractors have a red tab protruding from
the rear of the units. This tab is used to release the locking
mechanism within the retractor allowing the user to either extend
the tie down or release the wheelchair from its restrained position.
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10. If your vehicle was ordered with the optional two wheelchair a * *
passenger system, then a set of manual over-centre retractors f( $). % "o %

have been supplied to restrain the second wheelchair; a set of the 1. Followthese stepsto lower a flipped up and stored third row bench
automatic Sure-Lok retractors is available as an optional for use.
equipment item if requested.
11. Use the above securing practice if the automatic Suredok 2. Release the mtational lock by
retractors have been supplied. Follow the directions below to turning it counter clockwise as
correctly secure the wheelchair using the manual over-centre shown in figure 1.
retractors.
12. Operation of the manual over-centre retractor restraint system: 3. Depress the secondary latching

13. First release the retractor by depressing the button on the end to lockas shown in figure 2.

unlock the restraint as shown.

4. Lower the bench by smply
folding it down. It may be
required to hold the Ilatch
release shown in figure 2

14. Open the over-centre buckle and release the belt. briefly so it does not re-engage
asthe seatis being lowered.

5. Once in the
lowered position,
press down on the
outermost side of
the bench to
engage the latch
beneath the
seating surface
that will hold the
seat in the lowered
position. (figure 4).

15. After attaching the end with the S-hook to the wheelchair as
prescribed by the wheelchair manufacturer and the opposite end to

8Rev E Rev / 29



4. Once the front bench seat latch is released, the bench can be the appropiiate floor mounted anchorage, pull the webbing tight
removed with the aide of at least one other individual. Lift the through the over-centre buckle as shown.
entire bench seat assembly vertically to disengage the bench
seats' locating pins.

Installation:

1. When replacing the bench seat, care must be taken to position the
seat anchor locating pins correctly. Both of the bench seats front
latch assemblies have a locating pin that must engage with the
location holes in the floor of the vehicle for the front bench seat
latch to engage propelly.
2. With the aide of at least one other individual, lift the seat into the
vehicle and position the front latches so the locating pins engage
with the locating holes in the floor. Lower the bench into place and 16. While continuing to apply tension to the webbing, close the over-
latch the seat in place by pushing down on the seat while rotating centre buckle until it locks closed as shown.
the seatlatch handle down (handles are shown in Figure 3).

3. Allow adequate space between you and the bench seat. Hip the
bench down biiskly to help the rear legs to lock into the rear floor
anchors. Push the rear latch lever downwards to completely lock
the seatin place.

4. Flip the benches seatback up by lifting the seatback actuating
handle (Figure 1). Once the seatback is locked in the upright
position the bench isready to use.

? DO NOT USE 2™ ROW BENCH SEATING IF ANY OF THE

LATCHES DO NOT ENGAGE COMPLETELY. 17. Where attachmentto the wheelchairis

not possible with the “J” or “S” hooks,
the use of an optional webbing loop is
acceptable if affixed by either method
to the wheelchair as shown in the
adjacent diagram.

18. When the retractors are notin use,
the Liberty Motor Company spare
tire cover provides a safe storage
area for the retractors and
occupant restraints.

Rev E Rev /
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The supplied Sure-Lok occupant restraint system is made up of
three parts. Like most vehides, the restraint system has a lap belt,
a belt bucke, and a shoulder belt. The system should only be
used on the vehide it was supplied and only as a complete unit.
The system is not deemed safe for use if any one or more parts
are not available ornotused correctly.

The lap belt and buckle portions of
the restraint attach to the outer shell
of the rear retactors via the
protruding stud. Attach each
section to the retractor asillustrated
in the adjacentimage.

The lap belt section attaches to the driver side rear retractor and
the bucke section attaches to the passenger side rear retractor.

Pass the bucke end and
the lap belt end through
the left and right sides of
the wheelchair where they
will be able to be
positoned as low as
possible across the pelvis
of the occupant.

Rev E
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If the bench
seat is

flipped
forward, but
not removed,
must be

restrained with the

provided

tether

strap. The strap is
anchored to the

passenger seat

base.

Attach the

tether hook to the
bench seat frame
as shown.

3.

With the bench seat folded forward the release of the front bench
seat latch is visible (Figure 3). The operation of the front bench
seat latch is identical to the rear bench seat latch. Pull up on
either the left or the right release handlesto unlock the bench seat
from the vehide.

Rev /
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1

Lower all three
headrests and fold the
bench seatback by
lifing up on the
seatback  actuating
handle. Figure 1 on
the following page
shows the actuating
handle with a dlight
yellow tint. The
locking actuator is
accessible from either
side or from the rear
of the seat. Fold the
seatback flat onto the
seat cushion.

Reach behind the bench
seat frame and pull up
on the rear bench latch
release as shown in
Figure 2. Either one of
the two available
handles, one per side of
the vehide, can be used
to unlock the rear seat
base. Once released,
the bench seat can be
flipped forward. Be
aware of the bench seat
weight and take caution
when lifingMipping it
forward; injury can result
if careless.

Rev E

Attach the shoulder belt
buckie to the latch plate
at the rear roofline of the
vehicle and on the pin
connection of the lap belt
latch plate.

Once all the connections
have been made, the lap
belt may be fastened to
the bucke to restrain the
occupant. Adjust the
belts to secure the
occupant but take
caution not to over-

tighten and cause discomfortto the occupant.

Rev /
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1. Use the handle found on the left or the right of the short section of
the ramp to lift the ramp upwards to the almost vertical position
before folding the short ramp section into its retracted position.
The magnets will hold the short section tight against the long
section.

Keep all body parts away from the hinge and the ram p
mechanisms. Personal injury may result if caution is
not used during the operation of the ramp.

2. Stand behind the ramp and push forward to dose and lock the
ramp. Keep handsin the anti-slip area to avoid potential injuiies.

3. If the ramp does not close completely then unlock and re-open the
ramp as outlined in Section 2.1 and begin Section 2.4 again.
Increase the force used to push and latch the ramp dosed on each
successive attemptat dosing ramp. Repeat as necessary.

4. |If difficulties arise, contact the Liberty Motor Company for further
assistance.

Rev E

2 To lock the rear retractor to the L-track, push down and dlide the
retractor fiting in the forward direction along the L-track untl the
spring-loaded plunger is seated into the track. Both the left and right
retractors should be located the same distance from the front of the
fibreglass floor. See FHgure 17

3 Push the base forward after aligning the slotin the front of the base
with the bolt protruding from the front retractor which islocated at the
front end of the L track Push evenly on both sides until the bolt
bottoms into the slot. Ensure that the rear retractor is properly locked in
the L track. Move the toggle damp handle rearwards to lock the base
to the L track See figure 18.

Figure 17 Fgure 18
4 Bring in the center seat from rear .Holding the seat at an angle,
locate the protruding rear mounts on the seat with the slotsin the seat
base rear end and line up the holes for the pin. See figure 19, 20, 21

/

\ Seat ear Mount Slotin bese Line up holes
Hgure 20

Figure 19 Fgure 21

5 Insert quick release pinsthrough the holes and push until they click
in place.

6 Drop down the frontend of the seat fimly so that the jaws on the
frontlegs lock on to the rods on the base.

Jaw locks on to the i

Figure 22 Fgure 23 FHgure 24
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3 To remove the base, lift the lock plunger on the rear retractor on
both sides and dlide the fiting rearwards while lifing the assembly out
of the track Continue sliding the base backwards until the front
retractor dears the slotin the front of the base. See figure 10, 11, 12

Slot in base

/ Front retractor

Hgure 11

4 Once the front retractor dears the slot and the rear retractoris out of
the L-track lift the base up as shown in Fgure 13.The front retractor
remainsin the L track on both sides.See Fg 14.

Figure 12

S

Front retractor

FHgure 13 Fgure 14

-(((

1 Slide seat base on to the L-track with the front slots on base facing
the front retractor. See FHgures 15,16

Figure 15 Fgure 16
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The wheelchair ramps on Libertys Routan accessible vans can accept a maxmum
weight (wheelchair and occupant combined) of 1000 Ibs. However, for safe operation,
wehicle operators should ensure that the gross vehicle weight (GVWR) and maximum
ax e weights (GAWRSs) are not exceeded.

The abowe figure provides a guide to help ensure that the maxmum weights are not
exceeded for various driver and passenger combinations. These weights are based on a
vehicle GVWR of 6050 Ibs, a front GAWR of 2951 Ibs, and a rear GAWR of 3101 Ibs. If
your vehicle has weight ratings that are lower than any of these values, please contact
Libertyfor clarification for your situati on.

Rev /
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3.2 Second Row Seating

The Liberty Motor Company converted Routan is equipped with
standard second row seating. The vehide is delivered with either a
pair of second row flip forward bucket seats with an optional removable
center seat or an optional three person bench seat. All the seating
options can be removed from the vehicle if desired by the user to
increase the available interior space or to increase the vehide load
carrying capadity.

Each bucket seat has a mass of approximately 30 kg (65 Ibs) while the
three person bench seat is approximately 50 kg (110 Ibs). Under no
circumstances should the removal of the bench be attempted by a
single individual, serious injury may result if attempted.

Removal of a bucket or bench seat can result in serious
personal injury. Extreme caution must be taken when
removing or replacdng the second row seating. The
three person bench seat requires a minimum of two
people forits removal orinstallation.

(# %$ ).%3
- (#(#

1 Lowerthe head rest and lift the seatback actuating handle located
on the outside surface of the bucket seat in order to fold the
seatback flat as shown below.

Figure 1 Figure 2

Figure 3 Figure 4
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3 Pullon strap 2 (see figure 1 and 5) and lift up the front of the seatto
release the front seat locks from the base part. Lift the seat up and
away from the base

Figure 5 Fgure 6
-(((

1 The seat base isheld in position by 2 retractors and 1 toggle clamp
on either side. See figure 7 and 8 .Note the toggle clamp position

Toggle clamp in locked position

— Front

<4— LTrack —

Haure 7 Rear retractor  Figure 8 Front retractor

2 Move the toggle damp handle to the front-on both sides, to unlock
the damp from the L track. Fg 10 shows the damp in the unlocked
position

Fgure 9 Figure 10
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Removal and re-fitment of the center seat can result in
serious personal injury. Extreme caution must be taken
while removing and refitting it.

The center seatis made up of
the seat and the seat base. It
isrecommended to remove the
seat from the base first and
then remove the base from the
van. Iltis more convenient to

work from behind the seat.

Center seat

/ Seat base
(((#

1 Flip back rest down by pulling on strapl and pushing the backrest
down. (See figure 1 and 2)

Hgure 1 Figure 2

2 To start removing the seat from the base, remove the 2 quick
release pinslocated at the bottom rear part of the seaton either ends.
See Fgure 3 and 4

Hgure 3 FHgure 4
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2 Locate the seat release belt at the back of the seatas shown in
Figure 5.Pull on the beltin an upward and outward direction as
shown in figure 6 until the rearlatches are released from the rod
on the base attachment.

3 Lift the rear end of the seat as shown in FHgure 7

4 Holding both ends of the seat, mowe it backwards at an angle as
shown in figure 8 until the slot on the seat attachment dears the
front rod on the base attachment See Fgure9.0nce the dlotis free
of the rod; lift the seat up and away from the base atachmentas
shown in Figure 10.

Figure 5 Figure 6 FHgure 7
SLOT
vl
FRONT ROD
Hgure 8 Hgure 9 Fgure 10

Rev /
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1 Position the seat aswith front end lowered shown in FHgure 11.

2 Align seat attachment with the base attachment on the van fioor.
Engage slots on seat attachment with front rod on base attachment

- v
at the frontend as shownin Fgure 12. I</
Hool
3 Route the rope cable under the front bar, and then to the back of
the seat. Fgure 9
4 Lower the rear portion of the seat firmly until the latches on the back
of the seat attachment lock on to the rear rod on the base
attachment.
Slot
Roc
Hgure 11 Fgure 12
l Reat
Latch \
Rear rod
Figure 13 Figure 14
Rev E Rev /

Fgure 10

Fgure 11
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Fgure 4 Fgure 5 Fgure 6

3 Lift the base off the van floor. Figure 8 shows the van floor with the

bases removed.

Fgure 7 Figure 8

Follow these directionsin reverse. Note that the bases are handed
and won'tfitif the ight hand and left hand bases are interchanged.

Line up the base with claw in the base approx 2" behind the hook
on the van and move the base forward so that the daw engages
the hook. See Figure 9.

Manoeuvre the base until the slotsin the base line up with the front
bolts as shown in Fgure 10. Slide the base forward until all 3 bolts
engage the dlots. Ensure that the base is in its forward most
position and the 3 mounting bolts are fully inside their respective
dots. The quick release pin will notlock unless thisis done.

Insert pin all the way (iill the pull 1ing) inside the hole in the base
and the dawuntil it clicksin place and resistance can be felt when
trying to pull it out.

Figure 11 showsthe base atachmentin itslocked position.

Rev E
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1

In the case of VW Routan, the head rest needs to be removed from
the backrest in orderto fiip the seat.

To do this, depressthe tab on top of the backrest and lift the head
rest up and remove it as shown in Figure 1 and 2.

For the Routan, the head rest need to be lowered but does not
have to be removed from the back rest. To lower the head rest,
pressthe tab and push the head rest down all the way.

TAB \

A

Fgure 1 Fgure 2 Fgure 3

Fold the backrest down on to the seat by following instructions
outlined in section 3.2.1, Step 1, FHgure 1to 4.

Locate the seat release belt atthe back of the seat as shown.

Pull on the beltin an upward and outward direction untl the rear
latches are released from the rod on the base attachment. Lift the
rear end of the seat. Flip the seat forward completely until the front
latches lock on to the base. Rock the seat too and fro to ensure
thatitis securely locked in position. Refer figure 4-7.

Rev /
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Figure 4 FHgure 5 Hgure 6

Figure 7

(((6 > %3

1 Grab the rubber sleeve on the wire rope assembly. The wire rope
assembly can be accessed from the rear. Pull on it as shown in
Figure 8 and 9, until the front latches are released.

2 Let go off the rope assembly and firmly push the seat back and
down until the rear latches lock on to the rear rod on the base

attachment. Ensure thatitislocked in position.

Hgure 8 FHgure 9

Figure 10 Fgure 11
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Removal and re-fitment of the seat floor attachment
base can result in serious personal injury. Extreme care
must be taken while removing and refiting it. The quick
release pin needs to be fitted to the original position
when the base is refitted. Failure to do so will result in
the whole seat assembly sliding out of its moorings since
itisno longer secured and locked by the pin.

((-(#

1 Pulland remove the quick release pin from the base attachment as
shown in FHgure 3.Store itin a safe place since the base cannot be
refitted back to the van without the pin.Refer warning above.

Fgure 1 Fgure 2 FHgure 3

2 Giip the front and rear rods and dlide the base attachment
backwards until the rear bolt head lines up with the big openingin
the key dot. If the base does not mowve easily, lightly tap on the rod
backwards with a hammer until it slides. Fg. 5 shows the location
of the rear boltin the locked position. FHg.6 showsthe base after it
has been dlid back Note the bolt head is centered at the bigger
slot end.

Rev /
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